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1. Reading Circles—Each quarter you will participate in one (or two) reading circle. This is a small group reading assignment. It is something akin to a book club. You will be placed into groups based on your book choice. You may get your books from the school library, the public library, or my classroom library. You will have 6 people in your group MAXIMUM and 4 people MINIMUM! We will schedule your readings on a calendar in class, and you will be required to complete all 6 roles in literature circles. See attached explanation of required roles. You will be required to post online at suttonclassroom.com in the discussion forum entitled, “Reading Circles.” You will compose an initial post of 150 words, which will be due each Thursday at midnight. You will respond to one other person (this person can be in a class period other than yours). Your response will be 50 words and is due each Sunday at midnight.

You will read your reading circle book each day for 15 minutes at the beginning of class. 

2. Thinking Maps—You will learn to use 8 Thinking Maps that correspond to 8 cognitive (brain) processes. These maps are as follows: 

• CIRCLE MAP, which is used for the cognitive process of DEFINING

• BUBBLE MAP, which is used for the cognitive process of DESCRIBING

• DOUBLE BUBBLE MAP, which is used for the cognitive process of COMPARING/CONTRASTING

• TREE MAP, which is used for the cognitive process of CATEGORIZING INFORMATION

• FLOW MAP, which is used for SEQUENCING

• MULTI-FLOW MAP, which is used for the cognitive process of determining CAUSE/EFFECT

• THE BRACE MAP, which is for the cognitive process of determining WHOLE TO PART

• THE BRIDGE MAP, which is used for the cognitive process of determining RELATIONSHIPS/ANALOGIES

You will be expected to master the use of each of these maps and know when and how to use them to inform your learning/thinking processes. You will be given handouts to help you with this.

3. Vocabulary Cards and Tests—Each week you will learn 20 new words. 10 words will come from the SAT list located on the VOCABULARY Tab on our class website. The other 10 words may be chosen by you. These words must be words you do not already know! You will make a CIRCLE MAP of each word on an index card. Each Friday, you and your respective “clock partner” will test each other. 

4. Say, Mean, Matter Discussion Forum—You will contribute one Say, Mean, Matter post online each week. You may choose the content of your post. Consider the following possibilities:

a. Important newspaper articles, which you can find online or in a print newspaper 

b. Textual quotes from the literature you are reading 

c. Any contemporary issue that intrigues you 

You will then analyze the content in terms of “What does it (whatever you chose) SAY?” This is a summary, so put the content into your own words. The next column will be titled, “What does it MEAN?” This is an interpretation. This is where you determine what the content means. This is YOUR interpretation based on your background knowledge and your knowledge of the subject matter, etc. The final column is the “What does it MATTER?” This is the implication piece. What are the possible outcomes? How will this content impact you, the community, the nation, the world? See columns below. There will be a sample SAY, MEAN, MATTER post online for you to consider while you compose your own. Your SMM post is due online each Friday at midnight. 

	What does it Say?
	What does it mean?
	Why does it matter?

	(This is a summary.)
	(This is your interpretation of the content.)
	(This is where you describe the potential implications of the content.)

	Mom says, “There’s no TV tonight!”
	Mom had a terrible day at work!
	I will miss the last episode of “The Bachelor.” I won’t know who was chosen!

	
	Mom is mad at dad!
	I will miss the weather report, and I might wear the wrong clothes and be too cold or too hot!

	
	Mom got my report card in the mail!
	I may miss an important news event like a weather storm, a war/terrorist event in the world, etc. 

	
	Mom wants to have family game night!
	I may have time to read and do my homework for the first time all week!

	
	Mom hired a TV repair man to come tomorrow due to the fact that the TV is broken.
	I may get to know my parents better by playing games with them.

	
	We are going out to dinner as a family, etc.
	


This is a VERY basic example, so you get the RIGHT idea about how to start! Your contributions should be much more analytical and sophisticated. 

5. Think Tank Project Based Learning—Your group (no more than 6 people) will form a think tank. You will decide on your group’s name. Think of something creative. You will need a website that advertises your think tank group and what you do. Be sure to include a mission statement for your group. Also, be sure to include an “About Us” tab where each of you is featured (include photos). Describe each member's skills and what he/she contributes to the think tank.  Please see exemplary sites at http://www.suttonclassroom.com/think-tanks-in-action.html.

Sample mission statement—see below:

We focus on creativity in everything we do, combining creative thought, creative integration and creative delivery to produce marketing campaigns and material that provide the best possible return on investment. 
A think tank (or policy institute) is an organization that conducts research and engages in advocacy in areas such as social policy, political strategy, economics, military, and technology issues and in the creative and cultural field. Think tanks vary by ideological perspectives, sources of funding, issue focus and prospective audience. Funding sources and the targeted audiences also define the workings of think tanks. Some receive direct government support, while others rely on private individual or corporate donors. This will invariably affect the levels of academic freedom within each think tank and to whom or what the institution feels beholden. Funding may also reflect who or what the institution wants to influence.


6. ePortfolios and Presentation of Learning—You will keep a portfolio online. This portfolio will be linked to your group’s THINK TANK website. Quarterly, you will reflect on a select number of assignments, and this is where the Presentation of Learning comes into play. For each P.O.L., you will respond to three prompts and follow up questions about EACH of your chosen assignments. Your ePortfolio will host a variety of data and artifacts: photos, videos, writings, and your POL reflections, etc.

a. What did the assignment require of you?

i. What did you do? 

ii. What steps did you follow? 

iii. What process or strategy did you use?

iv. What content was involved?

b. What was the purpose or significance of the assignment?

i. Why was doing this assignment important?

ii. For what reason(s) was it important to complete this assignment?

c. What impact did the assignment have on your learning?

i. Make this PERSONAL to your learning process.

ii. What did you learn?

iii. How do you know you learned it?

7. Whole class literature and readings—This will be different for each grade level and subject and will be described further in class.

8. Timed Writings (1 per quarter)—You will be given timed writing prompts with attached scoring rubrics. You will be expected to use the Claim, Evidence, Elaboration paragraph model in your timed writing. See below.

9.  Claim, Evidence, Elaboration Writing Strategy—This is a strategy for writing the body paragraphs of your essays. The claim is typically the first sentence of a body paragraph. The evidence is geared to support your claim. There are many different types of evidence. You will be given a handout that delineates each type of evidence. The most common type is textual evidence, and if in doubt, you can default to this type. Elaboration is the “so what?” part of your paragraph. What do your claim and evidence show? 
10. Creative Writing—You will also be writing creatively this year. This means you will do some imitation writing, some poetry writing, and some memoir writing.
11. Chapbook—You will create your own chapbook second semester, which will include a collection of at least 10 pieces of your writing. Instructions will follow.
12. Socratic Seminar—You will also be required to participate in Socratic Seminars throughout the year. Instructions to follow.
